Report: Tokyo Conference Sets Stage for a Third World Conferenceand a New World Federation of Science Journalists

JAMES CORNELL
International Science Writers Association
Technical innovation, ingenuity, and adaptation are terms often associated with modern Japanese society. At the risk of national stereotyping, social facilitating is typically not at the top of the list. Yet, a conference held in Tokyo last fall may have done more to facilitate and advance the cause of international science journalism-including establishment of its first true world federation-than any other effort in recent years. Indeed, if the resolutions proposed at this conference are realized, the Tokyo conference will be considered a major milestone in science journalism, and its organizersespecially veteran writer and educator Kenji Makino-remembered as visionaries. The International Conference of Science and Technology Journalists (ICSTJ/Tokyo 2001) was convened 24-26 October 2001, under the sponsorship of the Japanese Science and Technology Corporation (JSTC) and the Japanese Association of Science and Technology Journalists (JASTJ). The three-day event drew about 300 participants, most from Japan, but also including a dozen invited speakers and panelists from abroad.
The theme of the conference was "seeking trends in science and technology journalism for the twenty-first century," and many of the speakers dealt with how they might cope with the challenges of the new millennium. The rapid spread of the Internet, with its corresponding growth of Web-based news; the increasing commercialization of the media, with its resultant emphasis on entertainment over information; the growing socioeconomicpolitical complexity of many science-technology issues, such as global warming; and the need to involve citizens in decisions about both research and journalistic directions were among the problems anticipated for the future.
The venue for this collective look ahead was certainly appropriate: the bright, new, and stunningly high-tech Museum of Emerging Science and Innovation. Part of the lively Daiba exhibition-entertainment complex built on reclaimed land in Tokyo Bay and linked to downtown by monorail, the museum is a rarity among the many sci-tech centers now springing up around the world. The interactive electronic exhibits are actually user-friendly, well explained, and accessible to even technophobes and, most extraordinary, all work! The museum's director, Japanese astronaut-scientist Mamoru Mohri, was one of the keynote speakers. Conference attendees were encouraged to tour the exhibit halls and test-drive the displays, which many did with great enthusiasm, if varying skill.
Several of the conference sessions were televised on the national "Science Channel," including two intended specifically for the general public. One morning's session was devoted to the role of television and film in science communication, and Japanese documentary filmmakers, as well as two foreign winners of the prestigious Japan Prize for film, served as panelists and showed examples of their work. An exhibit of popular science journals, magazines, and newspapers from around the world, in large part contributed by the international participants, was mounted during the conference and provided an interesting complement to a presentation on the "rise and fall of Japan's science journals."
A full report on the conference, including a list of organizers, speakers, and collaborators and summaries of the major presentations and panels, as well as the remarks of selected floor commentators, can be found at the conference Web site: http://ppd.jsf.or.jp/icstj/.
The Japanese hosts were extremely well organized, and the conference was conducted on a very tightly controlled schedule, beginning, for the invited foreign speakers, with a tour of Japan's premier marine biology facility and a visit to the historically significant and now "environmentally 464 SCIENCE COMMUNICATION sensitive" city of Kamakura. They were also lavish in their hospitality, with a string of receptions, dinners, and conference luncheons that served as an extraordinary introduction to the breadth and diversity of Japanese cuisine. In the end, however, like so many of these conferences, the real benefits came from the personal and professional exchanges between participants from different countries and cultures. Professor Makino, current president of the JASTJ and chair of the conference's Steering Committee, made special efforts, within the limitations of his budget, to ensure that the major national and international science journalism organizations would be represented in Tokyo. Thus, the meeting allowed a core group of leaders from the International Science Writers Association, the European Union of Science Journalism Associations, the International Federation of Environmental Journalists, the Society of Environmental Journalists (USA), and the national associations of Canada, Colombia, Germany, Hungary, Japan, the United Kingdom, and the United States to forge a proposal for a new World Federation of Science Journalists. The formal proposal for both a world federation and conference presented to the participants of the ICSTJ in the closing ceremonies on 26 October reads as follows:
